December 17, 2021

On behalf of the SVNS Board of Directors and
staff, we would like to thank our students,
parents and guardians for your incredible support
during this past year as we know that it has not
been easy for any of us. We appreciate each and
every one of you. We wish all of you a joyful, fun
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A Message from our Administrator: Edith Loring-Kuhanga
First of all, I want to say thank you to all of our students for doing the best that they can while learning online
as we know that it has not been easy. Next, I want to sincerely thank our staff
who often go beyond the call of duty for our students and families. Next, thank you to all of our parents/guardians
for supporting your children over the past few months and for taking on an additional role as a teacher. We
appreciate everything that all of you have done, in particular over the past 6 months. June 30th changed our lives
forever and life in Lytton has not been the same. However, we have continued to come together as
#Lyttonstrong! We are resilient and we will overcome this.
A HUGE THANK YOU to David & Jasmine Choi and the AG Foods Family, Love First Nation Ministry, Lytton
Food Bank, Lytton First Nation, Stein Valley Nlakapamux School, Nzen’man Child & Family Development Centre,
Nlha’7kapmx Child and Family Services Society and Nlaka’pamux Health Services for their generosity and kindness
in donating at least $85,000. in funding for the 500+ Christmas Hampers that were donated to families in the
area. Special thanks to at least 70 of Santa’s Helpers who volunteered their time and energy to unload the truck,
pack and distribute the hampers to all of our families. Finally, THANK YOU to the Stein Valley Nlakapamux Staff who
ensured that Santa’s Helpers were well fed with a wide variety of homemade pizzas, vegetables and drinks.
Because our students have been doing online learning, we were not able to provide Christmas parties,
Christmas lunch or field trips. As a result, our Board of Directors are gifting all our students, from K4 to
post-secondary with a monetary gift. We hope that the gift will help bring more cheer to our students and their
families.
Our Board of Directors had a meeting on December 12th and discussed the return to school on January 4,
2022. Since we still do not know if Lytton First Nation will lift the Evacuation Order due to the lack of emergency
services, the Board decided to extend the winter break to three weeks. We are hopeful that more information will
be available after the New Year. As a result, staff will return for a staff meeting on Friday January 7th but students
will not resume school until Monday January 10th. The Board will meet on Thursday January 6th to determine if
students will continue with online learning or be returning to in class instruction. The decision will be made based
on the overall health and safety of our students and staff.
I wanted to give you an update on the Stein Valley Nlakapamux School (SVNS) Society AGM which was held
on December 2, 2021. As many of you know, the Chief and Council are society members who appoint the Board of
Directors to the SVNS Board. The Board are responsible for overseeing all of the Society’s operations. As the School
Administrator, I report to the Board of Directors. The AGM gives the Board of Directors and senior managers the
opportunity to report out to the Society Members on all of the progress that has been made for the previous school
year as well on the financial status of the society.
We had the largest turn out ever at the SVNS AGM with 12 out of 13 Chief and Council in attendance. In
addition to the Board of Directors, we had a few SVNS staff and parents attend. So we were extremely grateful to
all those who attended the AGM.
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A few highlights of the AGM:
1. Opening comments: Byron Spinks, Vice President made opening remarks.
2.
School Administrator presented the Annual Report: Some of the highlights from last school year: we had a10% increase
in elementary/secondary enrolment; we were the first school to reopen during the pandemic and had a very successful year
with no positive cases in our school amongst our staff and students; our Board invested an additional $300,000. In order to
operate safely during the pandemic; had three students graduate with their Dogwood Diploma; created a “Farm Therapy”
program; third year K4 half time immersion and increased NlakapamuxchEEn in the Kindergarten class; 93% staff retention;
completed installing 176 solar panels on our gym roof; started two post-secondary programs: Aboriginal Early Childhood
Education and Indigenous Human Service Worker Diploma with 31 students enrolled; purchased a new 46 passenger school
bus; and we received $949,960. in additional funding through proposal writing, COVID-19 funding, operations and
maintenance funds which helped us provide a world class education for students. The annual report and audit will be posted to our school website for you to review.
3.
Board of Directors:
A) Councillor Niakia Hanna’s term ended and was re-appointed to the Board of Directors for another five years.
B) Board Members Dr. Ruby Dunstan and Byron Spinks terms are up at the 2022 AGM. Hence, the positions will
be advertised in advance of the AGM.
4.
Holidays: I will be on holidays in Tanzania, East Africa from December 14, 2021 to February 26, 2022. During this time, I
will be working one day per week so I can respond to my emails regularly, write and submit necessary reports, attend
meetings, continue to oversee the finances of the school, and support the Management Team (Merle Hubbard (Principal),
Anna-Marie Adams (Administrative Assistant), Sabrina Spinks (Bookkeeper), Mac Cassia (Adult Instructor/Coordinator),
Denise Dunstan (Bus Driver/Maintenance Supervisor) and Richie Adams (Custodian Supervisor). In my absence, Merle
Hubbard will be in charge. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to Merle who will be in regular contact with me.
I usually write an education blog called, “Edith’s Journey: Exploring education and culture” while I am in Tanzania. If
you want to follow me, here is the link: edithlkjourney.wordpress.com
Tanzania is 11 hours ahead of British Columbia’s time. So when you are sleeping, I will be awake and vice versa. Should
you decide to connect with me, you can either call me on messenger or Whatsup which are both free as long as you
have wifi connection.
I hope that all of you have a joyous, kind and safe holiday season. I pray that 2022 brings all of you great health,
unconditional love and peace!
Edith Loring-Kuhanga, B. Ed., M. Ed.
School Administrator

A Message from our principal: Merle Hubbard
Dear Stein Valley Nlakapamux families,
As we head into the Winter Break, the staff at SVNS would like to wish families a joyous holiday season and a much improved 2022. 2021 has been a difficult one and we cannot wait to turn the page on this year. We look forward to a fresh start;
returning to in-person learning in the New Year, and continuing to build relationships, nurture goals, and celebrate many gifts of
the Nlakapamux culture and our students in the fresh, new year ahead.
Merle Hubbard
Principal
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Wow, the holidays are right around the corner and I am sure, we are all trying our best to celebrate the Christmas
season under the circumstances we have endured over the last few months, however, we are resilient! First of all, I would like
to thank my K5/1 parents and or guardians for your amazing dedication in supporting your child's education with online
learning, secondly, I would like to thank my students for their fantastic job with participating with online learning, you are all
so special.
Lastly, I would like to wish you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR! I hope your holiday brings you
joy, laughter and relaxation with family and friends.
Take care, Abby
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Reflections of Christmas and Winter Traditions
By the Grade 2/3 Class with Ms. Spinks and Pamela Jumbo, SSW
(Lucas) Sometimes I go ice fishing with my family.
(Johnny) We always open our presents!
(Nakoah) As a family, we watch the Hobbit and often play board games.
(Hunter) I go hunting with my dad, last time I just missed a 2 point!
(Reece) I like to listen to Christmas songs and we visit our grandma Trish, too.
(Camilla) I make a snowman with a carrot nose and we leave milk and cookies for Santa!
(Heidi) I build a snowman with my sister!
(Liberty) I usually go to my moms to celebrate, we have fun!
(Cece) I do baking and help decorate the house!
(Chanel) We have Christmas Eve dinner with the family.
(Samual) I like to go sleigh riding with my family and I keep my sled at my uncles.
(Xavier) I liked it when my mom and dad made goodies for all of us.
(Shantay) We open presents, play in the snow and eat turkey!
(Jaylynn) I like to spend Christmas with my sister, parents and grandparents
(Ms. Spinks) I like to sip on hot chocolate with those little marshmellows!
(Pamela) We say yemit.
So sorry that 3 students did not have a chance to add to our poem.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Merry Christmas from Grade 4/5:
Winter! Winter! Winter!
the snow falls like glitter.
The cold sun wakes up Canada,
The snow covers the land.
I think the months of winter
are the finest of the year.
Snowy days, blowy daysAren't you glad they're here?
Sleds go coasting down the hills.
Snowmen stand and stare.
The pond is fine for skating,
and snow is everywhere.
Snowy days, snowy days,
comes when winter's here.
Whitest days are the brightest days,
of the whole year.
Snowman, snowman
round and white
I wonder what you do at night.
Snowman snow man,
let's have fun
before you melt
in the warm spring sun.
by Peyton Abbott
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Grade 6 / 7
Deborah Nohr’s Class
Happy Holidays to Our Wonderful Families
All of us, students and teacher, have made a successful transition. This started
November 1st when the students got a new teacher which was a surprise to them and the
teacher got new students which was a surprise for her also! Fortunately, I have had the
wonderful opportunity to teach most of my current students when they were in grade
three, four and five.
This term has been full of many mind expanding ideas in all subject areas! In social studies
we have learned about the origins of human beings and the development of ancient
civilizations such as the cities of Mesopotamia and Ulula on the Arabian peninsula. In
science, we have studied many species of animals who have evolved greatly over time
through the process of natural selection. Ask you child to tell you about these important
ideas and an animal that they know about that has changed in amazing ways over hundreds
of thousands of years. Students read dozens of books focussed on their own areas of
interest using our online reading programme, Reading A-Z. Khan Academy has been the
backbone of our math learning. This programme allows for each student to learn at their
own pace.
In art, the students have learned more about sketching and striving to express themselves
using more realistic, accurate and detailed techniques. The students’ drawings are showing
great promise :)
Finally, I would like to conclude by expressing my appreciation for having the opportunity
to teach and learn alongside your children. I’m always amazed by the kindness and caring
the students show toward one another.
Thank you for the opportunity to get to know your beautiful children.
Sincerely,
Deborah Nohr
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Pets That Have Helped our Students
A theme that has presented since I started teaching at SVNS is pets. We love them and they have really
helped all of us though the lock-downs, fire, and flood. Here are a few of the furry friends who are helping
us. Bill 8/9, 10 class.
Princess

Vino

Shadow
Shkyadin (fish)

Can you guess who gets to hang out with these furry friends?

Goku
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Word search from math teacher, Christie Folk
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Dates to Remember
Dec. 17– Early Dismissal/ No K-4
Dec.17— Last Day of Fall
Semester
Dec.17—Report Card Day
Dec.20—31 Winter Break
Jan.3—7 Winter Break
Jan. 10—First Day Back to School
Jan. 14—Non I Day

Stein Valley
Nlakapamux School

Stein Gas Station

Closed due to no gas
truck deliveries Sorry for
and inconvenience this
may cause

PO Bag 300
1675 St. Georges Road
Lytton, B.C. V0K 1Z0
Receptionist@svns.ca
Samantha Brown
Principal@svns.ca
Merle Hubbard
Administrator@svns.ca
Edith Loring-Kuhanga

