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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As we step fully into December—and our first snowfall has sprinkled everything with a touch of winter 

magic—our hallways are now filled with excited chatter about Santa, reindeer, and all things merry and 

bright. Each morning, students arrive with rosy cheeks and little Rudolph noses from the crisp winter air, 

reminding us how important warm jackets, mittens, hats, and boots are during this season. Please ensure 

your child comes bundled up so they can enjoy outdoor play comfortably. 

Please note that SVNS has a planned Professional Development with our staff this coming Friday, December 

05. There will be no school this day, thank you. This month is shaping up to be as busy as Santa’s workshop, 

with many joyful activities planned as we count down to his arrival. In the spirit of the holidays, 

SVNS will be hosting our annual Christmas Performance on Wednesday, December 10. We will serve turkey 

sandwiches at this function. We hope that many parents and guardians will attend at 1:00 pm in the school 

gym. 

Students will also have the chance to visit Santa’s Store to pick out small gifts for family and friends, and we 

are planning a school trip downtown to enjoy the Lytton Christmas Parade. Our Pajama Day and Pancake 

Breakfast will bring cozy cheer to the season, and the Holiday Train will give students a playful chance to 

sing, dance, and celebrate together. 

We look forward to sharing a joyful, spirited month with all of 

you! 

Sincerely, 

The Staff of Stein Valley Nlakapamux School 
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Richard: 

Seniors have been absolutely on fire. We’re knee-deep in history, politics, and whatever’s blowing up in the 
news this week—debating like it’s an Olympic sport, tearing apart sources, and building arguments that 
actually make you pause and think. The level of critical thinking and caring in the room right now is 
ridiculous (in the best way). They own their learning, challenge each other respectfully, and somehow still 
manage to keep the vibe light while we wrestle with the heavy stuff. I catch myself just grinning at the back 
of the room some days because these kids are showing up as thoughtful, articulate humans who care about 
the world. It’s a privilege to be in the middle of it with them.  

Christie: 

Greetings from Ms. Christie and the high school math classes! In the grade 10 class, we tackled factor 
trees, and prime factorization. The grade 11 students studied angle properties and inductive and deductive 
reasoning. But we all also stepped back and looked at the BIG PICTURE and some self-reflections about 
math and our understanding. How does math fit into our lives and help us? How do we feel about math 
and our learning? Students reflected and presented their thoughts either in personal writings or in a format 
to share publicly, such as a poster. Here are some samples of students’ colourful reflections as they 
communicate and express how they think about math, how it makes them feel, and how it impacts them as 
individuals in our modern society. Other samples of students’ work are proudly displayed in the high school 
hallway and classroom. Happy Holidays! 

Peter: 

Our senior students have also had a productive term. Outdoor pursuits like mountain biking and Capture 
the Flag helped develop endurance, strategy, and teamwork. In volleyball, students refined their serving, 
passing, and game-play decision-making. They also created personalized fitness plans using the FITT 
principles and completed high-intensity circuit workouts to build strength and cardiovascular fitness. In 
Health, students focused on self-acceptance, healthy boundaries, and supporting themselves and others.  
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Simmi: 

My Senior students mixed serious smarts with serious fun this term! In Earth Science 11, learning truly 
rocked as they became mineral detectives, using creative tests to uncover the secrets hidden in 
different stones. Simultaneously, our careers program transformed into a financial playground, with 
students creatively exploring exciting banking job options, mastering the ins and outs of mortgages and 
lines of credit, and becoming pros at navigating all types of payment cards. It was a term packed with 
discovery, future-proofing skills, and a lot of laughs. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
financially savvy, rock-solid holiday season.  

Halyna: 

Students in Grades 9–12 have been exploring watercolors, acrylics and oil pastels creating paintings with 
Halloween and fall themes. Grades 9–10 have also begun a new project focused on surrealism. In music, 
students continue to practice chords, note recognition, and individual compositions on both guitar and 
piano. Grade 9 students have been practicing strumming chords for Silent Night.  

DR: 

Our Leadership class has had a busy and exciting start to the year. Students successfully planned and 
hosted a Halloween school dance that was enjoyed by all grades, from Kindergarten through Grade 12.   
The event included spot-dance prizes and plenty of fun for everyone involved. 

In class, we have been exploring the employment skills that today’s employers value most. Students 
discussed how these skills apply to real workplace expectations and reflected on ways they can begin 
developing them now for their future careers. 

We then moved into a unit on communication, focusing on both verbal and nonverbal skills, as well as 
effective strategies for working collaboratively with others. Students are now putting these skills into 
practice through a group problem-solving activity. Each group has been presented with a dilemma and is 
working together to generate three possible solutions. Their work will be assessed through teacher 
evaluation, peer evaluation, and self-assessment. 

Our next topic will be Time Management, where students will learn practical strategies to stay organized, 
meet deadlines, and manage responsibilities successfully. 
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