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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As we step fully into December—and our first snowfall has sprinkled everything with a touch of winter 

magic—our hallways are now filled with excited chatter about Santa, reindeer, and all things merry and 

bright. Each morning, students arrive with rosy cheeks and little Rudolph noses from the crisp winter air, 

reminding us how important warm jackets, mittens, hats, and boots are during this season. Please ensure 

your child comes bundled up so they can enjoy outdoor play comfortably. 

Please note that SVNS has a planned Professional Development with our staff this coming Friday, December 

05. There will be no school this day, thank you. This month is shaping up to be as busy as Santa’s workshop, 

with many joyful activities planned as we count down to his arrival. In the spirit of the holidays, 

SVNS will be hosting our annual Christmas Performance on Wednesday, December 10. We will serve turkey 

sandwiches at this function. We hope that many parents and guardians will attend at 1:00 pm in the school 

gym. 

Students will also have the chance to visit Santa’s Store to pick out small gifts for family and friends, and we 

are planning a school trip downtown to enjoy the Lytton Christmas Parade. Our Pajama Day and Pancake 

Breakfast will bring cozy cheer to the season, and the Holiday Train will give students a playful chance to 

sing, dance, and celebrate together. 

We look forward to sharing a joyful, spirited month with all of 

you! 

Sincerely, 

The Staff of Stein Valley Nlakapamux School 
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Richard: 

This term with the 7–9 crew has been such a joy. We’ve been wandering through history, poking into 
different cultures, and really digging into what makes communities tick—all through the best kind of 
conversations, projects, and hands-on activities. In Career Ed they’ve been figuring out who they are and 
who they might want to become, setting goals that actually mean something to them, and surprising 
themselves with what they can create when they’re given the space to work and reflect. Honestly, watching 
them bounce ideas off each other, step up without being asked, and walk in every day genuinely curious, 
it’s the good stuff. 

Christie: 

Greetings from Ms. Christie and the high school math classes! In the grade 8 and 9 classes, we learned 
about powers, polynomials and order of operations. But we all also stepped back and looked at the BIG 
PICTURE and some self-reflections about math and our understanding. How does math fit into our lives and 
help us? How do we feel about math and our learning? Students reflected and presented their thoughts 
either in personal writings or in a format to share publicly, such as a poster. Here are some samples of 
students’ colourful reflections as they communicate and express how they think about math, how it makes 
them feel, and how it impacts them as individuals in our modern society. Other samples of students’ work 
are proudly displayed in the high school hallway and classroom. Happy Holidays! 

Peter: 

Our Grade 7–9 students have had a very active and enjoyable term. Outdoors, they took part in cycling and 
a large game of Manhunt, building endurance and teamwork. In the gym, they strengthened their 
basketball passing and shooting skills and made great progress in volleyball, learning proper techniques for 
digging, setting, and serving. Capture the Flag and other cooperative games kept everyone moving and 
encouraged strong communication and fair play. Through circuit training, students set personal goals and 
challenged themselves to improve their overall fitness. In Health Education, students explored 
accountability, authenticity, and the difference between fitting in and belonging.  
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Simmi: 

My Junior students are having a blast learning through hands-on projects this term! They’ve been 
busy building sturdy spaghetti structures and growing vegetables in our new soil-free gardens. In 
science, they got creative dissecting flowers to see how they work and explored different topics using 
virtual lab projects. A special activity involved using raw stones to craft tools and art, learning about 
resourcefulness and local Indigenous traditions. They also channeled their inner developers, having fun 
creating their own websites and designing basic music apps, bringing their digital ideas to life. The 
entire class wishes you a  Merry Christmas and a joyful holiday season!  

Halyna: 

Students in Grades 7–8 have been working with watercolors, oil pastels, acrylics, and drawing. They have 
also taken part in rehearsal activities, including performing skits with assigned roles, to prepare for the 
upcoming school performance. Additionally, students continue to practice guitar chords as well as 
individual compositions, and piano pieces.  

DR: 

Over the past several weeks, the Grade 7 students have been working hard to strengthen their foundational 
math skills. We began by revisiting key concepts such as multiplication, division, and some introductory 
work with fractions. Spending time on these areas has helped ensure that students are feeling more 
confident and secure with the basics before moving forward. 

With this foundation now more solid, we have transitioned into our next major unit: integers. Students are 
learning how to work with both positive and negative numbers and are exploring how these numbers 
behave in different operations. This includes adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing integers, as well 
as understanding how opposite values interact. This unit is an important stepping stone toward higher-level 
math, and the students have been showing great effort and curiosity as we move through the lessons. 

Once we have completed our work with integers, the class will move on to studying the order of operations. 
This will help students apply the skills they have learned in a more complex and structured way, preparing 
them for the math concepts they will encounter later in the year. 
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