
 

 

            -1-   

January 2026 Newsletter 

Dear SVNS Students, Parents, Guardians and Community Members, 

 We delayed publishing the January SVNS Newsletter, as there was a passing in 

the community of an important Elder and Community builder. Former LFN Chief, Dr. 

Ruby Dunstan passed on Saturday, January 10, 2026. SVNS closed on Friday, January 16 

so that many staff, students and community members could honour her memory and 

attend her funeral at the Dunstan Ranch. 

We begin the new year with some exciting school initiatives and some exciting 

school extra-curricular events. Starting in January the classroom teachers will begin to 

focus in on the already existent JUMP Math program - across the grade levels. The 

classroom teachers will also continue to develop their literacy programs across the grade 

levels. Both of these programs will be further developed using collaborative ideas and 

initiatives amongst the classroom teachers. 

We also want to re-Welcome Ms. Colleen Browne to the SVNS teaching team. 

Ms. Browne will be teaching the grade 03 class for the rest of the school year. 

The SVNS Junior Boys basketball team begins to play in the Thompson Okanagan 

Single ‘A’ Basketball division, the boys first game is set for Tuesday, January 13 at 2:00 

pm against Lilloet Secondary school, in Lilloet. Congratulations to the Junior Boys team 

as they topped Lilloet 34 – 18 on Tuesday afternoon.  

The SVNS school field trip Explore exchange trip to Quebec City, which has been 

organized by Mr. Peter Okyere-Kwarteng (grade 7 to 9) is to commence on February 12, 

2026, when 20 SVNS students will travel to Quebec City for the Winter Carnival and 

exchange with a sister school in Quebec City. The SVNS students will return to Lytton 

on February 21, 2026. Have a wonderful and safe exchange. 

In February the Grades 10, 11, 12 students will travel to Sun Peaks for a two-day 

Ski/Snowboarding camp. This program will be an exciting trip for the senior students, 

thank you to Donna-Rae Iwabuchai for organizing this trip to Sun Peaks. 

SVNS has Elders and Knowledge Keepers visiting the school as well. During the 

week this winter; William Sandy will come in twice a week as an elder in residence. 

William will work on his craft in the high school area. William works with bones, antlers 

and wood. Mary Williams comes in Tuesdays, Mary is teaching students how to make a 

cradle board. Mary is also going to teach Nlakapamux name giving with our students.  
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Peter Sam comes in on Thursdays to teach the students how to make cedar root 

baskets. Bobbi Jumbo comes in on Wednesdays to teach the students how to bead. 

In March, during spring Break, there will three trips organized for SVNS Students. 

Students will be invited to attend two field trips to Vancouver Island & Tofino for the 

Salty Express adventures during spring break, and an additional trip planned for May 

2026. 

The Hot Lunch Program will be publishing their weekly menu plan for families 

every Friday, thank you Jessica Adams for supplying this information. Breakfast will 

remain the continental breakfast style with fruit, yogurt, cereal, milk, eggs and toast 

available every morning. Below is the lunch schedule for this coming week. 

Mon – Jan 19 • Chicken strips and fries 

 

 

Tues – Jan 20 • Spaghetti and Salad 

 

 

Wed – Jan 21 • Bacon and Tomato Sandwiches with Tomato soup 

 

 

Thur – Jan 22 • Chicken Chow Mein Stir Fry 

 

 

Fri – Jan 23 ● Macaroni and Cheese with Wieners and Vegetables 

 

 

 The High school students are finishing off semester 1 and will begin semester 2 

courses on February 02, 2026. Final report cards will be published and sent home on 

Friday, February 06 reporting on semester 1 - term 2 grades, and final grades for those 

subjects. High school students grades 7 to 12 will start their new courses in February, 

with the exception of their Math programs, which are offered all year in the high school. 

Students will be offered Food Studies courses from grades 7 to 12, their Science 

courses start now, and students will start their English courses now in semester 2. This 

should be an exciting and learning period of time for SVNS students, strong attendance 

will be obligatory. 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

• SVNS Winter Wellness Day – Sunday January 25 

 

 


