March 2026 Newsletter
Dear SVNS Students, Parents, Guardians and Community Members,

Spring seems to have arrived a little early this year, and at Stein Valley Nlakapamux
School (SVNS) we have been enjoying the warmer weather. Our agriculture program is
beginning to come to life, with teachers starting seedlings in their classrooms and new
garden boxes being constructed for the upcoming growing season.

We would like to acknowledge the dedicated work of the elementary staff who sit on the
agriculture committee and regularly work to keep the school garden and food creation
programs blooming.

Mr. Browne, Ms. Speny and D.R. recently took their classes/students on a two-day ski trip
to Sun Peaks. By the end of the second day, many students were confidently skiing down
the hill and had made impressive progress. A lot of fun and good memories were had by
all.

In mid-February, Mr. Peter and Mrs. Halyna travelled with a group of students to Quebec
for a student exchange. The visiting Quebec students will be coming to SVNS from April
13-17, to complete the exchange. Unfortunately, on the final day of the trip, Ms. Halyna
fell and broke her wrist. Ms. Halyna was scheduled to teach Foods 7—-12 this semester, so
we would like to extend a big thank-you to Ms. K for stepping in and teaching the foods
classes since mid-February. We wish the best to Ms. Halyna in her recovery.

D.R. has also contracted world-renowned carver Nelson McCarty, who has been working
with students in Grades 7—-12. Students have been carving in the shop nearly every day
and are learning valuable artistic and cultural skills. D.R. is also teaching Computer
Applications for Grades 7—12 this semester.

Mr. Peter coached the SVNS boys’ basketball team, along with Drew and Peter Ford. The
team had an excellent season. They finished third in the Ashcroft basketball tournament
and wrapped up the season with a strong game against Merritt Secondary School, losing
by only three baskets. Good luck in JANT in Langley later this month.

Mrs. K continues to welcome knowledge keepers into the school, working with high
school students daily to support language and cultural learning. Ms. K has working two



jobs'since mid-February, and we want to acknowledge her dedication to the students and
school. Ms. K has also organized a SVNS Student Wellness Week with an outside present
er in"April, more to come later.

Our second semester is now underway. Ms. Simmi is teaching Psychology 11, Geology 12,
Science, and Earth Science 11, while Richard and Ms. Christie continue working with
students in their subject areas across the grade levels. The high school students have very
good curriculum options, along with their language and culture program.

Congratulations as well to the 22 students that participated in the Wilderness First Aid
course (20 hours) in early February, and again thank you to Ms. K for supervising this
course with the students and the First Aid Instructor (that was a lot of students!)

Some of our students will also be travelling to Tofino on the Salty Express with Fireside
Adventures later this spring. Congratulations to those students, have fun! More Fireside
Adventures trips will hopefully be planned for July and August 2026.

Important Upcoming Dates -2-

e April 7—School resumes after Spring Break

e April 9—-Early dismissal at 12:00 p.m.

o April 10/11 — Staff attends FNSA Conference in Vancouver
e April 10 —Pro-D (no regular classes)

e April 13-17 — Quebec student exchange visit to SVNS

e April 14 — 16 — SVNS Student Wellness Week

Closing Thoughts

As we move into the spring season, our students continue learning not only in classrooms
but also through hands-on experiences, cultural teachings, and time spent learning on
the land. Whether students are planting seeds in the garden, carving in the shop, skiing in
the mountains, or learning from knowledge keepers, these experiences help build
confidence, connection, and pride in their learning.

Thank you to our families and community members for your ongoing support of our
students and school. We wish everyone a safe and relaxing Spring Break, and we look
forward to welcoming students back on Tuesday, April 7.

Sincerely, The SVNS Administrative Team
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